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Will fund amphitheatre and lecture series 


BARBARA BLACK 


BMO Financial Group has given $2.5 mil- 
lion to Concordia to fund the 300-seat 
hall that will be built over two levels of 
the new John Molson School of Business 
on Guy St. at De Maisonneuve Blvd. The 
donation will also fund a lecture series 
on business ethics and governance when 
the building opens in 2009. 

The BMO Amphitheatre will be the 
main venue for internal and external 
events, and the centerpiece of the new 
building's ground floor and lobby. 

The source of this generosity was BMO 
President L. Jacques Ménard, O.C., a 
steadfast friend of Concordia. Ménard is 
a 1967 Loyola College alumnus. He was 
an active member of the Board of 
Governors, and chaired the leadership 
gifts division of the last capital cam- 
paign. In 2000, he received an honorary 
doctorate from Concordia for his devo- 





tion to the university. 

In a speech to a room filled with JMSB 
staff and supporters on Dec. 4, Ménard 
reaffirmed his loyalty to the university, 
and said the $2.5 million gift is the 
largest BMO has given to an educational 
institution. 

He also talked about the ties between 
the Bank of Montreal and the Molson 
family, who have been significant donors 
to Concordia’s business school, formerly 
known as the Faculty of Commerce and 
Administration. 

For about 70 years, Molson had its 
own bank, which was absorbed by the 
Bank of Montreal in 1925. There have 
been seven Molsons in the executive 
offices of the Bank of Montreal since 
1824, and in 1926, a Molson became 
president. 

Ménard said he wanted remind elect- 
ed officials and business leaders that 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 


Visiting the site of the future amphitheatre, from left to right: Michael Di Grappa, Acting 
President, Peter Kruyt, Chair, Board of Governors; L. Jacques Ménard, President of BMO Financial 
Group, Quebec, and Chairman of BMO Nesbitt Burns; Kathy Assayag, Vice-President Advancement 
and Alumni Relations; Ronald Monet, Director, Regional Corporate Communications, BMO 
Financial Group and Filip Papich, Managing Director, BMO Bank of Montreal. 
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WD-40, aka Nicholas Wong, and Lynx, aka K8 Alsterlund, 


Contemporary Dance Department. 
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recent students in the 


Dancing in the streets 


BARBARA BLACK 


Urban dancing is creating excitement in 
Concordias Contemporary Dance 
Department. Silvy Panet-Raymond says 


| break-dancing and hip-hop are influenc- 


ing dancers with more formal training in 
classical and contemporary dance — and 
vice versa. 

“It’s expanding these styles and pushing 
people to question the physical and 
esthetic limitations; she said. “At the 
same time, contemporary dance gets 


urban dancers to think beyond the steps 
and the stereotypes. 

“We're seeing a different kind of theatri- 
cality — more gutsy at times, less about 
the sheen. These people are also working 
a lot with visual and new media artists, 
and pushing the definitions of perform- 
ance art.” 

Despite the fact that Statistics Canada 
says performing artists don’t make much 
money and dancers make the least, the 
department has never been healthier. 
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Sun shines on JMSB 
demonstration project 


BARBARA BLACK 


The new John Molson School of 
Business building will be partly 
heated and powered by the sun. 
Solar technology is being devel- 
oped at the university to make it 
the first office building of its kind 
in the world with this application. 

The Solar Buildings Research 
Network, headed by Andreas 
Athienitis, of | Concordia’s 
Building, Civil and Environmen- 
tal Engineering Department, 
just got a $900,000 grant from 
the federal government to 
finance four demonstration 
projects. Two are houses in rural 
Quebec and one is a retrofit of a 
municipal building in Toronto, 
but the biggest is our own busi- 
ness school. 

The school, currently under 
construction at Guy St. and De 
Maisonneuve Blvd., will be one of 
the tallest buildings in the area. 
The side of the building 
Montrealers think of as the west 
side actually faces south south- 
west. The facade of its top 10 
metres will be clad in solar panels. 

The panels will cover a huge 
expanse, approximately 300 
square metres, on that side of 
the building, where the top two 
floors with the mechanical sys- 
tems have no windows. The pan- 
els will be perforated and con- 
nected to electrical and thermal 
systems that will ultimately 
heat and light the building, pro- 


vide solar-heated fresh air, run 
the computers, and so on. 

“It’s really not very complicat- 
ed.” Athienitis said. “There will 
be virtually no maintenance of 
the panels, because they have 
no moving parts.” 

The electrical system will be 
integrated with Hydro-Québec’s 
grid. On sunny days, the build- 
ing will get some of its electric 
power from the sun, and any 
excess will go back to Hydro for 
credit. On cloudy days, the 
building will tap into the public 
grid. These innovations will 
make the JMSB building a 
unique demonstration project 
that will put Concordia on the 
map as an innovative Canadian 
university. Graduate students 
supervised by Solar Network 
researchers will work on related 
projects as they monitor the 
performance of the system. 

Seven students will be moni- 
toring the two demonstration 
houses, located in Hudson and 
Eastman, Que. One of these 
houses is described as zero- 
energy and the other as zero- 
plus; in other words, it gener- 
ates more power than it needs. 
The houses look conventional 
despite the solar panels on their 
roofs and/or walls, but they're 
“smart: They're equipped with 
predictive capacity to stay 
ahead of the weather. 
Thermostats will monitor 
weather changes and the dis- 





play panels will give the resi- 
dents advice on maximizing the 
use of the solar heating and 
electricity productional sys- 
tems. 

A ceremony attended by 
politicians from several juris- 
dictions was held in Eastman on 
Nov. 13 to introduce one of the 
the houses, which was built by 
Alouette Homes, and articles 
subsequently appeared in La 
Presse and the Gazette. The 
houses are open for display to 
the public on the weekends; 
they won't be put up for sale for 
their first year. 

The Solar Buildings Research 
Network was established in 
2005, mainly by the Natural 
Science and _ Engineering 
Research Council, to the tune of 
about $6 million over five years. 
The recent grant of $900,000 is 
from Canada’s Technology Early 
Action Measures program, with 
additional support from 
Canadian Mortgage and 
Housing, the Agence de l’éfficac- 
ité énergetique and Hydro- 
Québec. 

In-kind contributions were 
made by Conserval Engineering, 
Day4Energy, Sustainable Energy 
Technologies, Regulvar, the 
building owners, Aluminerie 
Alouette, Sevag Pogharian 
Design, the City of Toronto and 
Concordia University. They bring 
the value of the project to about 
$2 million. 
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By next fall, when you drive down Ste Catherine St., you'll see solar pan- 
els covering the top two floors of the new JMSB building. The project is led 
by engineering professor Andreas Athienitis (above). 


Research Chair on the aftermath of genocide 


KAREN HERLAND 


Understanding mass violence in 
terms of its cultural impact and 
the effect it has on places and 
people is the research focus of 
Erica Lehrer, Concordia’s 
Canada Research Chair in the 
History of Genocide. 

“The history of genocide does 
not stop when the killing stops.” 
Lehrer said in a recent email 
interview while attending a con- 
ference in the U.S. She is partic- 
ularly interested in the creation 
and circulation of stories and 
attempts at reconciliation 
among members of conflicted 
communities. Her research con- 
centrates on tourism, muse- 
ums/heritage, and memorial- 
ization. 


Lehrer joined the history 
department earlier this year, 
although the CRC position and 
CFI funding were just 
announced. Her background has 
been primarily in anthropology, 
but her expertise complements 
existing strengths within the 
department. 

“They were looking for a 
scholar whose work spoke to 
their cluster of topical interests 
rather than being focused on 
disciplinary boundaries, she 
said, joking about what a “for- 
ward-thinking” history depart- 
ment it is. 

Lehrer’s doctoral research on 
Jewish memory in Poland is 
being developed into a book. 
The thesis involved 18 months of 
ethnographic research in late 


1999 through to 2001, supple- 
mented by shorter trips over the 
past 15 years. Her work acknowl- 
edges the impact of the 
Holocaust on how the Jewish 
past is remembered in Poland, 
but considers how the country is 
becoming “a broader Jewish her- 
itage site” 

The Centre for Ethnographic 
Research and Exhibition in the 
aftermath of Violence (CEREV) 
will be established with Lehrer’s 
CFI funding. “CEREV will enable 
curatorial experiments with 
which to explore ethnographi- 
cally the meanings of genocide, 
tolerance, representation and 
reconciliation among Montreal's 
post-conflict communities.” 

This will allow students and 
faculty to “explore ways of 


‘curating’ their research results 
in multimedia formats, commu- 
nicating other layers of meaning 
and making it accessible to 
broader publics. It will also 
challenge traditional notions of 
academic production and 
authority representing the “final 
word” by opening the door for 
dialogue, ongoing interaction 
and re-adaptations of how mate- 
rial is presented and received. 
Lehrer herself is exploring 
these notions with a set of “con- 
versation maps’ that are offered 
alongside traditional tourist 
maps and pamphlets. Her mate- 
rials direct people to a web site 
that addresses ideas about 
Poland with maps, text and 
podcasts presenting “conflict- 
ing claims on culture and the 


past, and the power and 
mythologization of place in col- 
lective memory. 

She is involved in the CURA 
oral history project currently 
operating within the History 
Department, but is also interest- 
ed in the project itself as an 
object of study. 

“Comparing and sharing nar- 
ratives of suffering that are deep 
and central to particular com- 
munities’ senses of self can be 
fraught, especially when not all 
cases of victimhood are given 
equal recognition or legitima- 
tion by the public at large.’ She is 
particularly intrigued by the 
project's commitment to bring 
together people from different 
regions with different experi- 
ences of conflict. 
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Unpredictable 
adaptations 


DAWN WISEMAN 


Biologist Robert Weladji says 
most organisms are more adapt- 
able than we realize, including 
humans. Originally from the 
African nation of Cameroon, 
Weladji is an expert on reindeer 
populations across northern 
Europe. 

“I like challenges” he said 
with a smile. “I know people do 
not expect me to work with this 
species, but while working for 
the World Wildlife Fund rhino 
project in Cameroon, one of my 
supervisors was a black rhino 
expert from Scotland” 

Weladji’s trip from the intense 
heat of Africa to the sub-zero 
cold of Scandinavia was precipi- 
tated by funding for his PhD. 
“The proposal was generally 
aimed at work on population 
dynamics of large herbivores” 
Because the sponsoring agency 
was based in Norway, it pre- 
ferred a focus on northern her- 
bivores, and hence reindeer. 

Reindeer (or caribou, as they 
are called in Canada), are semi- 
domesticated in Finland, 
Scandinavia and Russia. They 
migrate over long distances, fol- 
lowing relatively fixed routes 
from winter through summer. 

Weladji’s focus is population 
ecology and biodiversity conser- 
vation. Each year he travels to 
the animals’ range for fieldwork. 
One of his current projects 
examines the behaviour and the 
dynamics of the reindeer during 
the rut, or breeding season. 

“One thing we have found is 
that having too many young 
males mixed with the older 
males is a bad combination for 
herd productivity” The reindeer 
breeding season is short, one to 
two weeks. The health of the 
herd as a whole relies to an 
extent on every mature female 
becoming pregnant. 

Weladji and his collaborators 
from Finland and Norway have 
all noted the problems associat- 
ed with the presence of many 
young males. 

“Young, inexperienced males 
spend time attempting to mate 
with females who subsequently 
try to escape. At the same time, 
dominant males spend time 
chasing the younger males off, 
becoming exhausted and having 
less time to mate with females 
in heat” Consequently, some of 
the females do not get pregnant 
at all. And, more importantly, 





Robert Weladji in northern Europe is flanked by a single reindeer. 


“All the animals are using their 
energy in a very inefficient way 
at a time of year when they can- 
not afford to lose weight? 

Reindeer gain all of their 
weight during the short north- 
ern summers when high food- 
value plants are in bloom. They 
need that weight to sustain 
them through the winters when 
all they can eat is lichen, a plant- 
like substance common in tun- 
dra and taiga areas. Lichen can 
keep them alive, despite its low 
food value. 

“There is no weight gain in 
winter, said Weladji. “In winter 
they often lose weight. The 
lichen is not enough for their 
maintenance, so _ anything 
which impacts weight before 
winter is not good for the herd” 

That the reindeer can survive 
on lichen at all is a testament to 
their adaptability and supports 
Weladji’s research into the 
impact of climate change on the 
herds. 

“We know that the physical 
features of their range are 
changing, we know that these 
changes will have effects on 
population dynamics, but the 
effect will vary greatly between 
populations, so that we cannot 


predict with any certainty 
whether the overall impact will 
be positive or negative.” In either 
case, he believes the reindeer 
will certainly adapt because 
they are remarkably resilient 
animals. 

Weladji’s reindeer work is 
ongoing and will bear fruit for a 
long time to come. He already 
has one graduate student work- 
ing with him on these projects. 
For the moment, however, he is 
more excited about the oppor- 
tunities that have arisen since 
finding a home at Concordia in 
July of this year. 

“My dream has been to apply 
the knowledge I have acquired 
about large herbivore popula- 
tion ecology to the manage- 
ment and conservation of 
wildlife in Africa” he explained. 
In January, he will get that 
opportunity with a new grad 
student whose research focuses 
on black rhino population 
dynamics. 

“Im very excited by this 
opportunity to create a new 
niche for students who are 
interested in tropical-related 
research. I’m looking forward to 
attracting good students to this 
ambitious program? 
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ACCOLADES 


Paul Hastings (Psychology) has learned that CHOICE, the 
American Library Associations’ premiere review journal for academ- 
ic librarians, will include his Handbook of Socialization (Guilford 
Press) on its 2007 Outstanding Academic Titles list, to be published 
in the January 2008 issue of the magazine. The list includes 646 
books selected by CHOICE review staff from among the 7,094 titles 
featured in 2007 for their excellence in scholarship and presentation, 
the significance of their contribution to the field, and their value as 
an important — often the first — treatment of their subject. 


No 


Hexagram was invited to launch the Quebec Showcase in Flanders, 
held in Antwerp, Belgium, on Nov. 14. Hexagram artist-researcher 
Marie Saint Pierre was among the Quebec fashion designers fea- 
tured in the show, and Jason Lewis and Nicolas Reeves hosted 
the event and presented their high-tech work. For more on 
Hexagram, a multi-university artistic and technical research facility, 
go to www.hexagram.org. 


Qo 


ADRIQ, the Association de la Recherche Industrielle du Québec, 
handed out its annual honours at a banquet on Nov, 22. Adjunct 
Professor Hany Moustapha received a Prix Carriére industrielle for 
his contributions to industrial innovation. Moustapha is a senior 
executive at Pratt & Whitney Canada, and was the founder of CIADI, 
a key Concordia program that gives engineering students hands-on 
experience in aerospace jobs. Also at the ADRIQ gala, Concordia 
University sponsored the Prix Innovation/produit. This year it was 
awarded by the ADRIQ jury to Wavesat. 


 ~@oo 


Sherry Simon's book Translating Montreal: Episodes in the Life of a 
Divided City is still winning awards. We told you about Simon's 
Quebec Writers Federation Mavis Gallant Prize for non-fiction in 
the Journal on Dec. 7, 2006. It also won the Gabrielle Roy Prize from 
the Association of Canadian and Quebec Literatures. It has also 
been nominated for the Prix Spirale-Eva-Le-Grand, the Prix 
Raymond Klibansky du meilleur ouvrage de langue anglaise en sci- 
ences humaines. and the Grand Prix du livre de Montréal 2007. 
Simon is in the Departement des Etudes francaises. 


~oQ 


Miljana Horvat, who did her 
PhD at Concordia under the 
supervision of Paul Fazio, is 
seen at right receiving a certifi- 
cate and a $10,000 award from 
Canada Mortgage and Housing 
for her thesis, which she com- 
pleted in 2005 in the Centre for 
Building Studies (Building, Civil 
and Environmental Engineer- 
ing). She is now an assistant 
professor at Ryerson University. 
The CMHC award was present- 
ed to her on Nov. 6 at a banquet 
in Ottawa by MP Royal 
Galipeau. 


NoQ 


Petrina Kamya, a final-year PhD student in the Department of 
Chemistry and Biochemistry under the supervision of Heidi 
Muchall, has secured two prizes for the best oral presentation. Her 
presentations were on her latest research accomplishment, a discov- 
ery of great importance in the realm of RNA (ribonucleic acid) 
research. RNA comprises a group of essential molecules found in all 
multi-cellular living organisms that are involved in many important 
biological processes. The talks were given at the 35th Ontario-Quebec 
Physical Organic Mini-symposium at the University of Waterloo on 
Nov. 10 and at the 10th Annual Chemistry and Biochemistry Graduate 
Research Conference here at Concordia on Nov. 24. 


~oQo 


Murray Sang, Director of the Centre for Continuing Education and 
Interim Director of the Student Transition Centre, has been appoint- 
ed to the Board of Governors of Dawson College for a two-year term. 
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Keeping on top of new 


With the recent construction of 
the EV building, the first phase of 
the acquisition of the Grey Nuns 
Motherhouse and the ongoing 
construction of the new John 
Molson School of Business build- 
ing, Concordia’s facilities are 
expanding every day. It’s only fit- 
ting that as our campus grows, so 
does the team that maintains it. 
The ever-expanding Concordia 
footprint and the imminent retire- 
ment of Facilities Operations 
Manager Robert Lortie led 
Facilities Management to review 
its structure to better serve stu- 
dents, faculty and staff in the 
future. As a result, two property 
manager positions have been cre- 
ated on the SGW campus in addi- 
tion to the existing one at Loyola. 
The move intends to emphasize 
a customer-focused, transparent 
and integrated approach when 
supplying building occupants with 
services pertaining to their build- 
ing, such as responses and follow- 
up regarding the planning and sta- 
tus of work. An added bonus will 
be a personal contact — a person 
you can speak to whenever you 
have a specific concern, a com- 
ment, or just want an update. 
Managing the operations and 
maintenance of the Hall Building, 
McConnell library building, the 
new JMSB building, and the 
MacKay and Bishop St. annexes 
will be Pat Pietromonaco (ext. 
3758). Bruce Gaudreau (ext. 3169) 
will manage the EV and VA build- 


construction 





Ready for duty are (from left) Gerry Barrette, Bruce Gaudreau, Pat Pietromonaco, Robert Farataro, Robert Lortie, and Stephan Drolet. 


ings, the Grey Nuns Motherhouse 
and the rental portfolios (LS, 2015 
Drummond; CL, 1665  Ste- 
Catherine St. W; and ER, 2155 
Guy). The Loyola campus will be 
overseen by Gerry Barrette (ext. 
5440). Robert Farataro from 
Arcturus (an external property 


management firm) will continue 
managing the Faubourg, TD and 
GM buildings, and can be reached 
through ext. 2400. 

Please continue calling that 
number for work requests, ques- 
tions or concerns that you have. 

Working closely with Stephan 


Drolet, the newly appointed 
Operations Manager, the team 
hopes to open the lines of com- 
munication between Facilities 
Management and the Concordia 
community and proactively man- 
age the buildings. 

The new property managers 


will be visiting you in the coming 
weeks, to get to know you and 
your needs, to update the status 
of anticipated and outstanding 
work, and offer their time and 
energy to serve you better. 
KATIE MALAZDREWICZ, COMMUNI- 
CATIONS COORDINATOR, SERVICES 








This space will eventually become the BMO Amphitheatre 
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BMO gift for JMSB 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Quebec universities, Concordia 
included, are woefully under- 
funded, and he wants them to 
step up to the plate so that aca- 
demic standards are not com- 
promised. 

“This support from the BMO 
Financial Group, under the 
leadership of Jacques Ménard, is 
public recognition of the quality 
of teaching and research at the 


JMSB,” said Dean Sanjay 
Sharma. 
“Since graduating from 


Loyola College in 1967, Mr. 
Ménard has always been there 
to lend a helping hand to 
Concordia. He is an alumnus 
par excellence, and an inspira- 
tion to others.” 

Sharma told the audience 
about the “golden year” that the 


JMSB student competitors have 
enjoyed in 2007. (See 
Competitions, page 9.) Board of 
Governors chair Peter Kruyt, 
Vice-President Kathy Assayag 
and Acting President Michael 
Di Grappa all thanked Ménard 
and the bank for their vote of 
confidence — in 
future. 

Then it was time for the visi- 
tors to don hard hats and have a 
closer look at the new building, 
and the site of the two-storey 
amphitheatre on the main floor. 
The building will rise to 15 
storeys and feature the latest 
environmental technology. See 
our story on its use of solar 
energy on page 2, and we'll 
bring you more details on the 
building’s innovative features in 
future issues of the Journal. 
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Control yourself 


BARBARA BLACK 


You don't expect a marketing pro- 
fessor to study self-control with 
the aim of helping us curb it. After 
all, the whole idea of marketing is 
to persuade us to buy against our 
better judgment. 

Darlene Walsh, who recently 
joined the John Molson School of 
Business, says that in fact, she is 
trying to help marketers provide 
consumers with the products and 
information they need to save 
more and eat better. 

“My research examines the con- 
ditions in which consumers are 
able to resist temptation. I do 
acknowledge, however, that to 
understand what makes people 
successful, | must also examine 
why people are not successful. 
You cannot study successful self- 
control without studying self-con- 
trol failure” 

In her research on eating 
behaviour, she has found that the 
successful dieters are those who 
are able to re-evaluate tempta- 
tion. 

“When successful individuals 
are tempted, they bring to mind 
negative information about the 
temptation, causing the overall 
evaluation of the temptation to 
become neutral. We often don't 


Wireless corridor will provide 


BARBARA BLACK 


Andrew McAusland wants your 
feedback on the performance of 
Instructional and Information 
Technology Services. But make 
that constructive feedback, 
please, not just grumbling. 

As always, IITS has several 
major projects on the go. The 
most important is WISE, which 
stands for Web-Integrated 
Services for Education. 

WISE is a package of services 
designed to make students’ work 
easier and more fulfilling. It cre- 
ates a virtual work environment, 
because it isn’t dependent on the 
student's own computer; WISE is 
accessible from any computer 
connected to the Internet. 

Access depends on a wireless 
“mesh” of access points. There are 
two networks at Concordia, one 
indoor, which comprises 300 
access points for the two campus- 
es, and one outdoor, which com- 
prises 13 access points downtown 
and another 36 at Loyola. All stu- 


bother approaching something if 
it’s neutral” Unsuccessful dieters 
continue to evaluate the tempta- 
tion — the big piece of chocolate 
cake, for example — as positive, 
with the result that they eat it. 

“Marketers who are interested 
in encouraging better self-control 
among consumers can design 
broadcast media or print media 
based on these findings by associ- 
ating temptations with negative 
consequences. This might 
enhance self-control among those 
who would normally not show 
self-control? 

Walsh hasn't directly examined 
overspending, but she has some 
studies lined up that tackle a 
broad issue that might include it. 

“Are all self-control problems 
created equal? It is important to 
know whether the successful self- 
control process that underlies the 
ability to resist a temptation in 
one domain, such as the ability to 
resist fattening foods, is the same 
or different from the successful 
self-control process that underlies 
a different domain, such as the 
ability to resist overspending’” 

It's important to recognize that 
self-control is complex, she said. 
“Sometimes we need to avoid 
things we want, the guilty pleas- 
ures. Studying is important for 


dents have free access to the 
indoor mesh network, but only 
students subscribed to WISE will 
have access to the outdoor net- 
work. 

IITS will try to expand the 
downtown core mesh network to 
one square kilometer by the end 
of 2008. A core mesh network that 
will blanket the whole campus 
will be established at Loyola. 
Eventually, the mesh will extend 
along the 7-km corridor between 
the campuses. It will make 
Concordia a potential Internet 
service provider (ISP) to roughly 
16,000 people in the university 
and the neighbourhood. 

“The idea is to become as glob- 
al a service provider as possible to 
all the students? McAusland said. 
“We've had preliminary discus- 
sions with other universities, and 
we want to establish bilateral 
sharing. If we got two other uni- 
versities involved, wed be able to 
cover 90 per cent of the city. Youd 
be able to access our network 
from theirs, and vice versa. Within 
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Darlene Walsh poses in front of some seasonal temptations. 


academic success, but we need to 
avoid social activities. Saving is 
important for financial security, 
but we need to avoid buying that 
sweater. 

“There are other times that we 


two or three years, it'll be there” 

WISE was introduced free in 
September, and students who 
choose to use the outdoor net- 
work will pay for it as of Jan. 1. For 
$8.99 a month, they will get soft- 
ware, file storage, and access to 
services like translation software 
and turnitin.com. Many more serv- 
ices will be added. The service will 
be offered to faculty in January, 
and staff in March. It will mean, 
for better or worse, that you can 
access your work desktop from 
home. 

McAusland says the rapid pace 
of technological growth at 
Concordia is being set by the 
demands of its clients. 

“You can't work or study here 
now without a computer and a 
network service, and the demo- 
graphic is huge, so we've got a 
wide array of services. In five 
years, students coming in here 
will have been born in 1994 or 
1995. They're so young they think 
email is for old people. That's why 
we introduced text messaging 


need to pursue things we do not 
want to do; call them the grim 
necessities. For example, to 
ensure a healthy life, we must take 
unwanted steps such as exercise 
or uncomfortable medical tests” 





If we assume that guilty pleas- 
ures have similarities, her findings 
suggest that people overspend 
because the temptations are eval- 
uated positively, and they are 
unable to override that behaviour. 


community access 


way ahead of any other university 
in Canada’ 

The average age of faculty is 
dropping fast, and their demands 
are increasing. “Their complaint 
is, I can’t get to the technology fast 
enough; not, I don’t want to use it. 
But it’s all being driven by the stu- 
dents? 

All this technology requires effi- 
cient access. Right now, access to 
the wireless podiums in the class- 
rooms is based on keys that need 
to be tracked and signed for. 
However, McAusland hopes the 
university will adopt a one-card 
system for all services and all 
users. When it is clear what card 
system will be adopted, swipe 
cards will be introduced to 
replace the keys, likely in 
September 2008. 

ITS is offering a SIP phone — a 
standard Internet protocol phone 
— to students, faculty and staff. 
For $17.99 a month, which 
includes WISE, you can get a real 
phone with a phone number that 
will work anywhere your comput- 


er works. It has various functions, 
including click-to-talk, which will 
enable users to phone the univer- 
sity from their computer should 
they need administrative help. 
Online course evaluations have 
proven to be very reliable and well 
used. This is an academic issue, as 
is the anti-plagiarism site tur- 
nitin.com, McAusland said. “We 
released it for students to assess 
their own work, but no professor 
is using the university license? 
IITS will soon have a regular 
interface with the academic facul- 
ties though an advisory commit- 
tee. “We're asking the deans for 
two representatives each, and 
we'll meet once a term, he said. 
“We constantly go out and 
solicit feedback. I like to hear pos- 
itive comments, and I particularly 
like complaints with a conceptual 
resolution. We react to them, too’ 
General questions can be 
directed to I/TS.pr@concordia.ca. 
Specific questions should be 
addressed to the help line at ext. 
7613. 
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Working Ensemble 
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Students in the Art History Department planned and presented an exhibition on the influence of j jazz music 
on a number of Canadian artists as their final project. The exhibit, continuing at the FOFA Gallery until Dec. 
14, highlights the work of artists like Betty Goodwin, Guido Molinari and Sylvia Safdie, to name a few. 

Much of the work in the exhibit was culled from the Leonard and Bina Ellen Art Gallery collection, 
although the students also worked with the Gail and Stephen A. Jarislowsky Institute = Studies in 
Canadian Art, the University Archives and members of the Fine Arts faculty. : 


In addition to the exhibit, the students coordinated a symposium on Nov. 25 anda vernissage featuring 


a jazz trio. 

The organizing committee is shown here at the ‘exhibit in front of Sam Borenstein's View of Montreal. From 
left to right are Shauna Janssen, Louise Lemieux, Bruno Andrus, Karolina Tomaszewski 3 
Moubayed, Marianne Drolet-Pare, Claudia Oliveira, Kristen Johnson and Dacil Kurzweg. 





Art sale for art's sake 





The last few weeks have seen a flurry of headlines about Canadian art prices. One auction house broke 
records, with five Canadian paintings each bringing in over a million dollars at the same event. This painting 
by Quebec artist Jean-Paul Lemieux also exceeded expectations. Le Baigneur was estimated to bring in 
between $60,000 and 80,000 at a recent Sotheby's auction. Instead, the 16" x 20" canvas garnered over 
$100,000. Good news for us, since the owner had earmarked profits from the sale for Concordia University. 

The painting is considered part of Lemieux’s ‘classic’ period. He died in 1990 at the age of 86 just before 
a major retrospective of his work was presented in Quebec City, where the artist lived most of his life. 
Lemieux spent some time in the 1910s and 1920s in Montreal. 

The money raised from the sale is being devoted to a special art project to be unveiled in the spring of 2008. 








Dancing in the streets 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Of the six urban dancer-choreog- 
raphers featured in a recent 
show at Montreal's Studio 303 
called Slang in Movement, three 
were recent Concordia alumni. 
The show had to be repeated the 
same evening to accommodate 
the crowd. Panet-Raymond calls 
the phenomenon cross-breeding. 

“The exciting thing about the 
Slang show were the pieces that 
managed to expand the street 
styles and to bring something 
more original, because urban 
styles can easily just reproduce 
commercial recipes.” 

Contemporary Dance alumni 
are working all over the world, 
sometimes in remarkable ways. 
Ilona Dougherty, a social and 
political activist, runs a dance 
company called Apathy is 
Boring. JoDee Allen and Helen 
Simard run Studio Sweatshop, 
an urban dance school. Ame 
Henderson is the founder and 
artistic director of Public 
Recordings, a new dance compa- 
ny in Toronto. 

Andrew Tay’s video work is 
seen in Cirque du Soleil shows, 
and Christian O'Leary is the 


director of communications of 


the Conseil des arts de Montreal. 

Isabelle Choiniére, an older 
alumna, is pushing the bound- 
aries of dance and technology 
with her company, Le Corps 
Indice. Thea Patterson is co-cho- 
reographer of a multimedia 
show devoted to iconic film ani- 
mator Norman McLaren at Place 
des Arts this weekend and next. 

K8 Alsterlund took a protégé 
break-dancer with physical 
challenges, Luca “Lazylegs” 
Patuelli, to perform with her in 
Vietnam. She has also been 
working with young people in 
Canada’s far north. 





Just after she danced in the 
Slang show, Alsterlund went to 
Cambridge Bay, Nunavut, as part 
of a project for Blueprint For 
Life's Social Work Through Hip 
Hop, created by an Ottawa social 
worker-cum-dancer called 
Stephen Leafloor. 

Ten dancers travel to remote 
communities to teach local 
youth for five intensive days. “On 
the fifth evening, we present a 
show to their community,’ 
Alsterlund explained by email. 
“We also try to make connec- 
tions between the dance and 
music of hip hop and the tradi- 
tions of the locals. 

“These trips have been very 
powerful learning experiences 
for me, and it’s incredible to see 
the transformations that hap- 
pen. It says a lot about the uni- 
versal language of dance and 
music, and how they can bring 
us together and give us strength” 

The department is accepting 
more students and retaining 
more to graduation; currently 
there are 74 in the three-year pro- 
gram. Some are coming from 
excellent dance or arts schools in 
Ontario, according to Panet- 
Raymond, but it’s also because 
dance is hot these days. 

“I hear that enrolment is up at 
UQAM and in other cities, too, 
maybe because there is more 
exposure of dance, more cross- 
pollination with other arts, and 
more job opportunities,’ she said. 

The academic program at 
Concordia combines practice 
and theory. Unusually for a 
dance program, teachers don't 
impose their own choreography 
on the students, who are encour- 
aged to develop their own. This 
may be the key to the remark- 
able diversity and creativity of 
its graduates. 
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Soo Yeon Cho and David Albert-Toth in performance 


Another Stern canvas 


For the third time in just over a 
year, a painting that once 
belonged to German-Jewish art 
dealer Max Stern has been 
restored to his estate, this time 
with the cooperation of Christie's 
auction house. 

Clarence Epstein, Director of 
the Max Stern Art Restitution 
Project, worked with Christie's 
Director of Restitution, Monica 
Dugot, once it was recognized 
that the landscape scene was by 
17th-century Dutch artist Jan de 
Vos I. 

The Restitution —_— Project 
involves Concordia, McGill and 
the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, and Epstein is Director 
of Special Projects in the Office of 
the President at Concordia. 

The New York State Banking 
Department's Holocaust Claims 
Processing Office first identified 
the painting as part of Stern's col- 
lection in 2005. The de Vos paint- 
ing will be on display at the 
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts 
early next year. 

Letters in Gestapo files demon- 
strate that Stern was ordered by 
the Nazis to abandon his career 
and his family’s art gallery and sell 
off his considerable art collection 
in 1935. Although he initially 
resisted, eventually his collection 
of hundreds of paintings was scat- 
tered, the last of it auctioned offin 
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This 17th century painting by Jan de Vos | has recently been restored to Max Stern's estate. 


a forced sale in 1937. 

That auction is the theme of an 
exhibit titled Auktion 392: 
Reclaiming the Galerie Stern, Diis- 
seldorf, currently in London as 


part of a European tour. The 
exhibit was curated by Catherine 
MacKenzie of Concordia’s Art 
History Department with the sup- 
port of a team of MFA students 


(Journal, Oct. 26, 2006). 

It was in the FOFA Gallery just 
over a year ago, after a showing in 
New York City at the Leo Baeck 
Institute. It is now at the Ben Uri 


CLASSACTION 
Learning to think outside of the box 


KAREN HERLAND 


It's rare to find works by 
Foucault or Nietzsche on the 
shelves of professors in the 
Engineering faculty. 

But things are changing and 
Robert Danisch, who has just 
started an appointment in the 
faculty's General Studies Unit is 
helping to usher in that change. 

He is adapting his course on 
critical thinking in the 
Philosophy Department to the 
needs of engineering students. 
The course that he began teach- 
ing three years ago is an intro- 
duction to practical argumenta- 
tion and reasoning. 

“The first half of the course is 
the same, then we go in a differ- 
ent direction — looking at tech- 
nical problem-solving? Danisch 
explained. ~ 

Danisch has a background in 


rhetoric, through the disciplines 
of both philosophy and commu- 
nication — his Pragmatism, 
Democracy, and the Necessity of 
Rhetoric was published this year. 
He does not think his role in the 
engineering faculty is incongru- 
ous. 

“Rhetoric has been a central 
tool in the invention of new ideas 
and new arguments,’ he said. 
“That is no longer the case since 
the rise of the modern university. 
I don't think I'm reinventing the 
wheel, but this is a forgotten art? 

Danisch said that Engineer- 
ing and Computer Science Dean 
Nabil Esmail was behind the 
move to introduce students to 
critical thinking. “He was con- 
cerned that people saw engi- 
neers as problem solvers in a box, 
always addressing problems in 
the same routinized ways. He 
thought this could be helpful? 


Engineering students take two 
mandatory courses through the 
General Studies Unit, which was 
established three years ago, with 
a relatively small team of faculty. 
The first course addresses tech- 
nical communication and writ- 
ing skills, important since the 
faculty introduced its own writ- 
ing test. 

The second is a course on the 
impact of technology in society. 
Danisch said that the 49 students 
who registered for his section of 
the class this term were unpre- 
pared for the amount of reading 
involved, but comfortable with 
the concepts. 

“Just the other day, we were 
debating Kantian ethics vs. utili- 
tarian ethics. The students did 
not have the vocabulary, but they 
got it” 

Based on student demand, 
Danisch is developing a section 


recovered 





Gallery —- London Jewish Museum 
of Art, where it will continue its 
tour through to the end of 
December. 

KAREN HERLAND 


of this course on information 
technologies since students who 
are working on computer sys- 
tems face different challenges 
than construction engineers. 

“That course will explore 
issues like surveillance and pri- 
vacy and digital democracy; The 
critical thinking course is intend- 
ed to supplement these two 
courses. The first section will be 
offered during the January term. 

Danisch recognizes the chal- 
lenges of his role as a bridge 
between humanities-based skills 
and engineering students. But 
he's enthusiastic about the chal- 
lenge. He would like to develop 
courses on communication and 
critical thinking for the faculty's 
master's students. 

“It comes down to whether 


you can teach things like cre- 


ativity and invention. I think 
you can.” 
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Students earn their seat at the 


BARBARA BLACK 


The students approached the din- 
ing room at the Montefiore Club 
on Guy St. cautiously, as though it 
was a minefield. Employers are 
increasingly using the dining 
room as a hiring venue, and these 
students were about to learn how 
to wield their knife, fork and wine 
glass with aplomb. They were 
attending a session on business 
dining etiquette. 

Turn your cell phone off for a 
business cocktail or meal, eti- 
quette expert Monique Lallier 
told them. Don't offer your busi- 
ness card unless youre asked for 
it. When you receive a card, look 
at it before putting it away. It’s 
better not to greet an old client 
with a two-cheeked Quebec kiss, 
especially in front of the boss. 

Arrive on time if the meal is in 
a restaurant, but if it’s at a private 
home, delay your arrival between 
10 and 20 minutes. Serve the 
ladies first. Don’t start eating 
until everyone else is served and 
your host starts — unless you're 
at a big dinner where waiters are 
rushing about with plates. In 
that case, you can start after at 
least four or five people at your 
table have been served; other- 
wise, the food will get cold. Hold 
your wine glass by the stem so as 
not to overheat it — unless it’s 
cognac, in which case you want 
to cradle it to warm it. 

This was complicated stuff, 
and the students had many 
questions. When can we start 
talking business, a student want- 
ed to know. It depends on the 


Seeing the campus through frosh 


SARAH RYELAND 


Starting out at university can be 
daunting. Navigating around 
campus, making friends and 
meeting deadlines are enough to 
make your head spin, and for 
many, freshman year goes by ina 
blur. But for Nori Evoy, a 
Communication Studies major, 
that first year will be well docu- 
mented — and read by the entire 
city. 

Evoy is the co-author of a blog 
for the Montreal Gazette called 
Year One. As part of the Gazette's 
online community, Evoy and 
McGill student Michelle Wong 
use the web as a kind of digital 
diary, allowing Montrealers to 
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Yitian Su, an urban studies student, exercises her napkin at a workshop held by Alumni Relations on the finer points of business dining etiquette. 


length of the meal, Lallier 
answered. Right away at break- 
fast, just after the order is placed 
at lunch, but take your time at 
dinner. 

Some students balked at the 
instructor's strong preference 
for the Continental way of hold- 
ing the cutlery: fork in the left 
hand, with the tines curving 
down, and knife in the right. 
“Cut a piece of meat, push a bit 
of potato onto it, push it around 
to get some sauce, and put it in 
your mouth” 

The students complied, some 


take a peek into their lives. Evoy’s 
posts offer a funny and insightful 
account of her academic adven- 
tures. 

Evoy heard about the opportu- 
nity to blog for The Gazette from 
her former teacher at Dawson 
College, Zsolt Szigetvari. “When 
Zsolt told me about the fresh- 
man blog, he asked me if I was 
interested. I was very excited 
about it and immediately 
hopped on board. He put in a 
good word for me and I guess 
that sold The Gazette? 

Having grown up on the out- 
skirts of Montreal and then moy- 
ing downtown at the beginning 
of her studies at Dawson, Evoy 
relates her freshman year 


of them awkwardly. They were 
used to the American style: cut- 
ting the meat, then transferring 
the fork to the right hand and 
using it like a shovel. What do I 
do if my boss eats that way? one 
student wondered. Just don't 
stare at him, Lallier said. 

While table manners are cul- 
turally based, she told the stu- 
dents that they are based on 
simplicity, sanitation, security 
and social ease. Don’t put your 
purse or eyeglasses on the table, 
because they might be unclean. 
When you get up to go to a buf- 


fet table, put your napkin on 
your chair, for the same reason. 
Wipe your mouth after taking a 
sip of wine. Women should put 
their purses under their chair so 
the waiter doesn't trip on them. 
This was the last of five related 
workshops for students given by 
the university's Alumni Relations 
office. Many of the students were 
recent arrivals in Canada. 
Oatlhotse Gaborone, an engi- 
neering student from Botswana, 
said he was intrigued to learn in 
the session on personal finance 
that if he starts saving now, he 


could be rather well off by the 
time he retires. Ziyan Lu, an 
accountancy student, enjoyed 
the session on dressing for suc- 
cess. 

Annique Jones-Doyle liked the 
expert on presentation skills, 
who taught by example. She 
made eye contact with members 
of the audience, used gestures 
that enhanced the points she 
was making, and slowed down 
her speech so that it could be 
well understood. As a result, 
Jones-Doyle recalled, “We hung 
on every word, 





through the eyes of a young 
woman who is trying to make an 
academic career for herself in 
the city she loves. Blogging for 
The Gazette is not her first expe- 
rience with the web, however. 

In 2002, Evoy created Anguilla- 
Beaches.com when her father 
asked her to test site-building 
software his company promoted. 
She picked the island of Anguilla 
as her subject, since the family 
had just returned from vacation 
there. Her site is actually prof- 
itable, earning money from 
advertisements placed by 
Anguillan businesses and real 
estate partners. 

Even with her outstanding 
communication skills and web 


knowledge, Evoy reveals that 
writing for a major newspaper 
was a bit nerve-wracking at first. 
“I don’t have much experience 
writing for official newspapers,” 
she admits, “but like anything 
else, once you get started it’s 
never that scary.” 

With no strict guidelines to 
follow while writing the blog, 
Evoy has the freedom to be cre- 
ative, or even skip a week or two 
when those pesky mid-terms 
pop up. “It’s pretty loose in the 
sense that we can write whatever 
we want, whenever we want, for 
however many words we find 
appropriate.” 

And the blogs say it all. Like 
any first year student, Evoy has a 


eyes 


heavy course load and at times 
finds her university life over- 
whelming, but works hard to 
make the experience as fun as 
possible. 

“ It seems that some of the 
most valuable lessons and skills 
one learns during university 
years don't come from a text- 
book. Expecting the unexpected 
and being able to deal with it and 
bounce back, and continue on 
the intended general direction, is 
one of the most important skills 
one can expect in university life” 
- Nori Evoy, “You Can't Force 
Balance’. Oct. 21, 2007. 

Nori’s blog: communities.cana- 
da.com/montrealgazette/blogs/ye 
arone/default.aspx 
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Competing from Hong Kong to Trois-Rivieres 


BARBARA BLACK 


Competitions are so important 
to their future that business 
students take courses in how to 
win them. 

Part-time lecturer Mark Haber 
has been giving two undergradu- 
ate courses in the JMSB specifi- 
cally geared to competitions for 
over 10 years. One course pre- 
pares students for the Commerce 
Games, and the other for the 
ICBC (Inter-Collegiate Business 
Competition) run by Queen's 
University. 

The courses ensure that 17 
teams are well prepared when 
they go out to meet their adver- 
saries in these competitions, and 
they proudly take the name of 
their school with them. 

“They know we're coming,’ 
Haber said with grim satisfaction. 

This year, the undergrads out- 
did themselves, winning all four 
major competitions in Quebec, a 
first for any business school in the 
province. They took overall gold 
at the Commerce Games and the 
Omnium Financier, both held at 
HEC in January, at the Happening 
Marketing competition held here 
at Concordia in March, and at the 
HR Symposium held last month 
at Laval. 

Competitions test a wide vari- 
ety of skills, all of them useful in a 
business career. For example, the 





Commerce Games include 10 
academic business cases, three 
sports events, a debate, a stock 
simulation and a social event. 

In 2007, for the first time, a 
team from the JMSB was invited 
to attend the Citi International 
Case Competition in Hong 
Kong. This was a pet project of 
Haber, and he was thrilled. 
“We've been trying for years to 
get into this case comp, and 
finally we made it!” 

Held in October, the competi- 
tion is organized by the U.S. bank 
CitiGroup and the Hong Kong 
University of Science and 
Technology's School of Business 
and Management. The theme this 
year was reducing the impact of 
climate change in business, and a 
Thai university was the winner. 

Closer to home, there are more 
than 40 competitions to test stu- 
dents’ skills. JMSB undergraduate 
students came second at the 
Trois Rivieres Stock Simulation in 
November. The team, comprising 
Amr Ezzat, Andrew Hum, 
Matthew Parker Jones and Karan 
Shanmugarajah, knew it was 
their last chance to show their 
stuff before competing in the 20th 
annual Commerce Games / Jeux 
du Commerce at UQTR in 
January. 

Thirty-seven teams from seven 
Quebec universities competed. 
Teams were given a fictitious sum 





Faizan Maqsood, Kyle Irvine and Jessica Cohen all made it to the finals of the fifth season of the Concordia 
Entrepreneurship and Management Association's Apprentice competition. Students were judged over several 
weeks in a series of competitions by sponsors CGI, Enterprise, SFL Financial and Via Rail Canada. Cohen walked 
away the winner, with $500 and a one-month rail pass courtesy of Via. 


of $200,000 to invest in compa- 
nies over the course of a year, 
which was condensed into one 
hour for the purpose of the com- 
petition. The goal was to obtain 
the highest return on investment. 

Karan Shanmugarajah was 
awarded the third place prize for 
his individual performance, a 
significant achievement consid- 
ering that over 170 students par- 
ticipated. 

Also in November, JMSB under- 
graduate students won three 
medals at the 2007 Ottawa 
Accounting Competition. Uni- 
versities from across Quebec and 
Ontario competed in the fourth 


This year’s John Molson MBA International Case Competition organizers, (left to right) Isadora Ramirez, 
Joey Mangione, Ana Marinescu and Muddaththir Jamal. They are earning academic credit by organizing one 
of the best-known student case competitions in the world. 
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edition of this competition, host- 
ed by the Telfer School of 
Management at the University of 
Ottawa. 

Teams of three undergradu- 
ates from eight universities com- 
peted in managerial accounting, 
financial accounting and tax. 
The JMSB teams earned gold in 
managerial accounting, and 
bronze in financial accounting 
and tax. 

There was an individual aspect 
to this contest. The JMSB’s 
Joshua Rotstein was the winner 
of the Golden Calculator Award 
for achieving the highest score 
on a 25-question examination 


completed before the case 
preparation. 

Haber says the secret of the stu- 
dents’ success is good prepara- 
tion and a coaching ethic that 
expects high standards of partici- 
pation and effort. As head coach, 
he is grateful for the support of 
his academic executive and many 
of his fellow faculty members, 
who pitch in as volunteer coaches 
for specific events. 

“The bar has been raised 
incredibly over the past decade; 
he said. “We're much more com- 
petitive, and we really create a 
presence for the JMSB and 


Concordia wherever we go.’ 


MBA Case Competition 
brings the world here 


BARBARA BLACK 


The John Molson International 
Case Competition is one of the 
oldest, largest and best-known 
competitions of its kind. The 
27th edition will be held from 
Jan. 7 to 12 at the Hilton 
Bonaventure Hotel in down- 
town Montreal. 

Each year, the best MBA stu- 
dents from about 30 universi- 
ties around the world compete 
to solve business problems in 
the five-day competition. A 
team from Concordia’s own 
MBA program participate, 
applying the concepts and the- 
ories they have learned in class 
to a fast-paced, competitive 
problem-solving exercise. They 
won in 2006. 

The Case Competition is also 
an excellent networking oppor- 
tunity for the students, and an 


example of the JMSB’s strong 
links to the business communi- 
ty. Over 300 senior executives 
from all sectors of industry and 
business participate as judges 
to evaluate the creativity and 
insight of the students. 

The competition is organ- 
ized by a team of John Molson 
MBA. students, under the 
supervision of an academic 
advisor and an advisory 
board. Raising funds, securing 
sponsorships, organizing the 
judges, recruiting interna- 
tional business schools and 
acquiring original cases for 
the competition are part of 
their responsibilities. 

The teams competing in the 
2008 edition come from the 
Canada, the United States, the 
United Kingdom, India, France, 
Germany, Finland, Hong Kong, 
Nigeria and China. 
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Opportunities for giving 


Concordia’'s Centraide 


Campaign 


On Thursday, Dec. 6, a pasta 
lunch served in the Library 
Atrium is expected to raise funds 
as well as holiday spirits. On 
Friday, Dec. 7, some lucky 
Concordians will win a 32" flat- 
screen TV, a laptop and two tick- 
ets to the Feb. 23 Canadiens 
hockey game. Details are on the 
site: centraide.concordia.ca 


Libraries Christmas Auction 


The Libraries will hold their 
18th annual Christmas auction 
on Dec. 6 from noon to 2 p.m. in 
the DeSéve Cinema. Raffle tick- 
ets are $2 each and a booklet of 
10 goes for $15. A raffle ticket 
will also get you into the 
Auction. Admission is $2 at the 
door without a raffle ticket. Be 
sure to register at the reception 
area and pick up a numbered 
bidding paddle. Only cash and 
cheques will be accepted. For 
more details, including prizes, 
please see: alcor.concordia.ca/ 
~xmas/auction/ 


Concordia’s Annual Food 
Drive 


Donations made before Dec. 14 
will go to Chez Doris and to St. 
Michael's Mission, also known as 
the Red Roof Church. All depart- 
ments are encouraged to have 
in-house collection boxes. For 
pick-ups, please fax Distribution 
at ext. 4000 several days before 
the deadline if possible. You my 
also drop donations off at one of 
the four depots: Information 
Desk (Lobby of the Hall 








Building), Birks Student Service 
Centre (LB-185), Music 
Department (RF-310) — or 
Psychology/CSBN (SP-244). For 
details on what is accepted and 
how to label donations, please 
see news.concordia.ca under 
Notices: 


Student Emergency Food 
Fund 


The Multi-faith Chaplaincy's 
Student Emergency Food Fund is 
asking you to Feed the Fund. 
This is the time of year most of 
us think of the less fortunate in 
our midst, but truth be told, 
many Concordians need help 
year-round. The Food Fund puts 
the Golden Rule into action by 
putting food on the table when 
unexpected financial difficulties 
arise. 

A great way to contribute is to 
decorate the holiday tree in the 
Library Atrium. Ribbons are sold 
for $1 (or more, if you so choose) 
and all proceeds go to the Fund. 
For contributions of $10 or more, 
tax receipts will be issued. 
Volunteers wil be on hand from 
Dec. 10 to 14 inclusively between 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m. If youd like to 
volunteer to sell ribbons for this 
worthy cause, please contact 
Tracey Fisher at extension 3593. 
Or consider passing the hat at a 
party. Tax receipts can be issued. 
Please contact the Multi-faith 
Chaplaincy for more details at ext. 
3593. 


You can still give.... 
The Bookstores have replaced 


plastic bags with non-woven 
tote bags in an effort to support 


CASA Cares held their Teddy Bear Adoption on Nov. 29 to raise funds 
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for the Colors of Concordia and the 
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Montreal Children's Hospital. VP Internal Amanda Nicholson and VP External Fabio Ciarlelli (above) encouraged 
adoptions to raise funds. About $1,600 was raised from adoptive parents for the donated teddy bears. Some 
of the stuffed bears were donated to CASA Cares for delivery to sick children at the hospital. The week before, 
students, faculty and staff held a bake sale on the seventh floor of the Hall Building that raised almost $700 
for the Colors of Concordia scholarships. 


our environment. Several thou- 
sand free tote bags were given 
out at the beginning of the 
semester. 

These tote bags are being sold 
for $2 apiece, and the proceeds 
are donated to on-campus chari- 
ty events. Over 2,400 tote bags 
have been sold to date, a dona- 
tion of at least $2,400 to the 
Student Emergency Food Fund 
and another $2,400 to the R4 
Program. In addition, the 
Bookstore will contribute $250 
to the Emergency Food Fund 
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from the annual book sale held 
last week. The Bookstore invites 
you buy a tote bag and continue 
the great tradition of caring at 
Concordia. They hope to raise 
$3,000 for each of these worthy 
causes. 


Handel's Messiah at the 
Concert Hall 


On Saturday, Dec. 15, the 
Musicians of the World 
Symphony Orchestra will per- 
form Handel's Messiah. 


Conducted by Joseph Milo, the 
concert will feature the St. 
Lambert Choral Society, with 
David Christiani as musical 
director, soprano Chantal 
Parent, mezzo-soprano Chantal 
Lavigne, tenor Thomas Leslie 
and bass Desmond Byrne. 
Tickets are available at the 
Concert Hall box office and on 
the Admission network: 
www.admission.com Tickets are 
$25 for students and seniors, $30 
for adults. The performance 
begins at 7: 30 p.m. 


Big projects built 
from tiny works 


MFA students worked together to organize an auction of their work in 
November. The packed event was intended to raise the funds necessary 
to cover numerous expenses, including gallery rental, to display their 


final projects next spring. 


Some 40 students, along with professors like Francois Morelli donated 
work to tempt would-be purchasers. “The event went really well and the 
gallery was packed with people,” said Daichi Saito, one of the organizers 
along with Malena Sziam and Niki Mulder. 

In addition to photos, prints, canvases, and at least one quilt, 
students also contributed mini-works which could be claimed for $20 
apiece. At left is work by Héloise Audy, Fibres, who painstakingly 
stitched individual words into a swirl of personal meaning. 

The auction was held in a room behind the VAV Gallery in the VA 
Building. master’s students had studio and gallery space in the Bourget 
Building until recently, when the construction of the EV Building 
allowed many programs formerly in the VA Building to move in, freeing 
up VA Building space for the MFA students. 
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Annual skate with Buzz 


The Concordia Stingers (both men's and women's hockey teams) invite you and your family to join them 
Saturday, Dec. 8 from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the Ed Meagher Arena on the Loyola Campus for the Annual Skating 
Party. Both Buzz and Santa will be making appearances. There will be face painting, goodies, hot chocolate 
and cookies. Non-perishable food donations are welcome. For information, call ext. 3898. 





Chvatal honoured for Traveling Salesman Problem 








Vasek Chvatal will be honoured Dec. 10 for his prizewinning contribution to the Traveling Salesman 
Problem, which involves scheduling a tour that covers every town in the cheapest possible way. It is a noto- 
rious problem in a field known as combinatorial optimization, but it also appears in many other domains. 
The reception will begin at 4 p.m. in the Abe and Harriet Gold Atrium and a public lecture will follow at 5 
p.m. in EV 1.605. Please email macy@alcor.concordia.ca for information or to RSVP. 








Corporate Wasteland launch 








On Dec. 10, Canadian Research Chair in Public History Steven High will launch a book he authored with 
photographs by David W. Lewis. Entitled Corporate Wasteland, the book considers how deindustrialization 
is not simply an economic process, but a social and cultural one as well. The launch, at the Darling Foundry 
(745 Ottawa St.), will begin at 6:30 p.m. and will run till 9 p.m. 








Catering to Generation Me 








The Centre for Teaching and Learning Services is offering a workshop to professors on “Generation Me”. a 
cohort of students that is increasingly demanding, assertive and entitled. The session will focus on how 
these dynamics play out in a classroom environment and what professors can do to respond to the unique 
challenges these students present. Wednesday, Dec. 12 from 12:30 to 2 p.m. in H-767. 





Looking into the mind of Orson Welles 





The Canadian Psychoanalytic Society (Quebec English Branch) presents Psychoanalysis & Cinema, the 
screening and discussion of the films of Orson Welles. Citizen Kane will be screened Sunday, Dec. 2, The 
Stranger on Dec. 9 and The Trial on Dec. 16. Admission is $8, FREE for Concordia staff and students with 
valid ID. All screenings will take place in the DeSeve Cinema at 4 p.m. For details, please call 514-342-7444. 








Call for papers for Jewish student journal 





The Student Journal of Canadian Jewish Studies is a student web-based journa, supported by the Concordia 
Institute for Canadian Jewish Studies that provides an excellent opportunity for students to publish work in 
an academic context. Undergraduate and graduate students may submit work from any discipline relating to 
the Jewish experience in Canada until Friday, Dec. 21. The journal will be published in March 2008. For 
details, please see: www.concordia.ca/jchair. 





Rachel Corrie at the Monument National 





A number of Concordians are involved in a production of My Name is Rachel Corrie. The director is Sarah 
Stanley (Theatre), Marcus Youssef ( former assistant professor, Theatre) is collaborating director, and the set 
and costume designs are the work of Ana Cappelluto (Fine Arts). The show will be performed at the 
Monument National (1182 St. Laurent) from Dec. 6 to 22. The show will then go to the Havana Theatre in 
Vancouver from Jan. 25 to Feb. 3, 2008. www.monument-national.gc.ca/ 
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A screen of one’s own: Students in adjunct professor Laura 
Endacott’s fibres class look at the “Dream Screens” in use as decoration 
and a means of privacy in the men’s and women's pavilions of the Old 
Brewery Mission, on Clark St. 

The screens were the result of pilot project last year at the 
suggestion of with architect-volunteer Amy Neff, when the dorms were 
being renovated. They were so successful that Endacott had this year's 
class create more screens. Each is a unique design, and they range 
widely in colour and concept. 

The new screens will be integrated into the residence spaces in the 
downtown shelter in time for Christmas. 





For more information, visit your.concordia.ca 


Enter your video for a chance to WIN some great prizes 
- Contest ends Dec. |7 
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BARBARA BLACK 


Stingers quarterback Liam 
Mahoney is only in his first year of 
Leisure Studies, but he has 
already made Concordia history. 

He was awarded the Peter 
Gorman Trophy as the outstand- 
ing rookie in Canadian university 
football at a glittering banquet at 
the Royal York Hotel on Nov. 21. 
Although several Stingers have 
been nominated for the presti- 
gious award, Mahoney is the first 
to win the Gorman Trophy since 
its inception in 1976. 

Liam is six-foot-one and 180 
pounds, and turns 20 on Dee. 13. 
He took over as the Concordia 
starter in the fourth game of the 
regular season when veteran Rob 
Mackay went down with a knee 
injury. His performance helped 
Concordia finish second in the 
Quebec conference and reach the 
Dunsmore Cup final. 

He is the third of four children 
for Gazette photographer John 
Mahoney and his wife Jocelyne, 
who drove to Toronto to attend 
the gala, Mahoney senior said, 
“We knew hed be successful at the 
university level, but not this fast” 
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Liam Mahoney with the Peter Gorman Trophy at a ceremony in late November. He is the first Stinger ever to win the honour. 


Liam was already a seasoned 
quarterback when he came to 
Concordia; this is his seventh 
year playing the position. He was 
named Male Athlete of the Year at 
Vanier College in 2006, after lead- 
ing the Cheetahs to the Quebec 
CEGEP AAA title. 


“He was used to the pressure; 
his father said. “He was disap- 
pointed with the way the season 
ended, because he was confident 
the Stingers could beat Laval. They 
had played them three weeks 
before, and lost by only 26-21. He 
played very well in the second half? 


Mahoney had the best game of 
his young CIS career in a 58-30 win 
over McGill, when he threw four 
touchdown passes and added one 
rushing major as the Stingers 
racked up 639 yards of offence. 

“I have never seen a rookie 
make so few mistakes; said 
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Concordia head coach Gerry 
McGrath. “I have never had a 
rookie quarterback play at the 
level Liam has been playing at. I 
never have to tell him anything 
twice. He is composed, intelligent 
and has a great aptitude for the 
game of football” 





EV Building site of art invasion 
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With end of term upon us, stu- 
dents in the Fine Arts program 
are scrambling to display their 
work in ways that set off their 
efforts to best advantage. 

Juan Ortiz-Apuy’s piece is 
intended to draw attention to 
the social construction of 
identity. 

The sculpture student's work 
hangs in the stairwell of the Abe 
and Harriet Gold Atrium. The 
sphere is encircled by all letters 
of the alphabet, and the digits 
0-9. The seemingly random 
pattern can be read as 
“machine” from the corridor 
and “world” from Guy St. The 
piece itself, looks like a 
wrecking ball, “an art object 
designed to be contemplated 
and reflected on, while at the 
same time, it can destroy the 
building that it's in.” 

Join the ever-increasing 
number of people posting their 
work on  www/flickr.com/ 
groups/concordiapicks/ and we'll see 
you here next term. 


